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From the

Greetings Globetrotters! 

The Holiday Season is coming to an end and if the figures are to be 
believed, the tourism sector witnessed a huge surge in bookings in 
the month gone by. People were travelling to all possible corners 

of the country and many new and unexplored international destinations 
were seen coming up on the travel horizon. 

Providing you with more options to make year interesting even 
further, BOTT is happy to present its unique, meticulously curated 2023 
edition of ‘23 Unmissable Travel Experiences,’ a beacon of inspiration 
endorsed by our loyal readers. This collection showcases a tantalising 
taste of the world’s enchanting destinations and thrilling adventures 
that are sure to pique your wanderlust.

Imagine embarking on the exhilarating Chadar Trek in Ladakh, an 
incredible journey across the iridescent surface of the frozen Zanskar 
River. Or daring to challenge gravity on the giant swing in Rishikesh, 
a heart-pounding experience that will leave you with an adrenaline-
fuelled euphoria.

For water enthusiasts, how about defying the waves on a flyboard 
in Goa, or immersing yourself in the mystical aura of the Ganga Aarti in 
Varanasi, a transcendent spectacle of light and devotion?

Take a magical journey north and celebrate Christmas in the ethereal 
winter wonderland of Lapland or explore the stunning ruins of the 
Sigiriya Rock Fortress in Sri Lanka, a testament to ancient ingenuity. 
Spend a whirlwind weekend in the entertainment paradise of Yas 
Island, embark on a shopping extravaganza in Thailand, or soak up 
the diversified attractions of Dubai Parks, marvel at the natural beauty 
of Mammoth Lakes or surrender to the opulence of Air India’s new 
Premium Economy, there is so much you can do.

This year, we invite you to step outside your comfort zone, to live 
your dreams and create unforgettable memories. These are not just 
trips, they are life-changing experiences, waiting to be lived by you. 

Happy travels and Happy Reading!

Priyanka Saxena Ray
priyanka@bottindia.com
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SHORT
NEWS

Cygnett Hotels & Resorts opens Cygnett 
Inn Imperial Tezpur, Assam
Cygnett Hotels & Resorts has announced the opening of Cygnett Inn 
Imperial Tezpur, a new addition to its portfolio of hotels in North East 
India. The property will mark the hospitality chain’s 5th property in the 
region. Located in the heart of Tezpur, Assam – Cygnett Inn Imperial boasts 
50 rooms designed to offer comfort, elegance, and a tranquil ambiance. 

Wyndham Hotels & Resorts to open a new 
Ramada by Wyndham in Nepal
Grand Central Hotel Private Limited, a hotel development and investment 
company based in Nepal, has announced the signing of a franchise agreement 
with Wyndham Hotels & Resorts to open a new Ramada by Wyndham hotel 
in Itahari, Nepal. Known as Ramada by Wyndham Itahari Pashupati Marg, 
the hotel is expected to open in 2024. The property will offer contemporary 
rooms, an all-day restaurant, a bar and lounge, a health club, spa and outdoor 
swimming pool. It will also offer banquet halls and a meeting room.

The Fern Hotels & Resorts launches Blue Ocean 
The Fern Resort & Spa, Ganpatipule
The Fern Hotels and Resorts, announces the rebranded launch of its luxury resort, 
Blue Ocean The Fern Resort & Spa at Ganpatipule in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. This is 
the company’s 27th hotel in Maharashtra. Blue Ocean The Fern Resort & Spa has 55 
tastefully appointed rooms, suites and villas with panoramic sea views. The resort 
facilities include a swimming pool, a spa, children’s play area, all-day dining restaurant, 
and a top-notch banquet. Additionally, the in-house multi-cuisine restaurant.

Kerala Tourism wraps up 18 Muziris 
Heritage projects in time
Kerala Tourism has completed around 18 Muziris Heritage Projects 
within the deadline set for them. These projects, stretching across 
Thrissur, Ernakulam and Alappuzha districts, will be inaugurated in 
July and August, the Minister said after a review meeting of Muziris 
Heritage Projects here. The works have been completed very fast due 
to the consistent intervention of the government and the support of 
people’s representatives of the respective districts.

IATO thanks Finance Minister for withdrawing hike in 
TCS on overseas packages 
IATO, expresses its sincere thanks to Union Government and in particular Finance Ministry for 
giving partial relief of deferring Tax Collection at Source (TCS) on the Overseas Tour Packages 
till 30th September 2023 and also withdrawing increase of TCS percentage from 5% to 20% on 
amount up to Rs 7 lakh per annum. The Association also thanked the Minister of Finance and 
Secretary Revenue for considering non-applicability of TCS on an amount of Rs.7 lakh per person 
per annum on overseas tour packages.
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Jamaica Government developing robust  
tourism strategy
Jamaica’s Government is developing a robust strategy that will better enable 
Jamaicans to tap into the vast potential of the local tourism sector. The move 
is in partnership with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and involves 
key stakeholders in the industry. It will address economic growth, environmental 
sustainability, and cultural preservation and quality of life issues. Addressing the first 
Tourism Strategy Development Workshop at the Montego Bay Convention Centre, 
Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett, said that a well-defined tourism strategy 
and action plan “will help us identify the strengths and weaknesses of our tourism 
industry, chart our goals and objectives, and define the road map to achieve them.”

AVIAREPS appointed India PR Rep for  
SriLankan Airlines
SriLankan Airlines has appointed AVIAREPS as its PR representative in India with 
immediate effect. The appointment was made as the airline seeks to strengthen its 
brand among Indian travellers with an ultimate goal to jump-start Indian outbound 
travel to Sri Lanka. AVIAREPS will play a pivotal role in positioning SriLankan as a top-of-
mind recall for travellers from India through our extensive experience and expertise.

IndiGo to start Mumbai – Nairobi flights from  
August 5, 2023
IndiGo has announced Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, as the 27th international and 105th overall 
destination in the 6E network. The airline opened bookings for daily non-stop flights between 
Mumbai, India’s financial capital, and Nairobi, Kenya’s largest city starting August 5, 2023. 
This new route marks IndiGo’s entry into the African subcontinent and brings numerous 
benefits to both business and leisure travellers. It represents a significant stride in IndiGo’s 
international expansion strategy, as it strengthens strategic ties, trade, and travel routes 
between the two countries, thereby promoting economic growth.

MAG’s Airlines first to enable gate-to-gate 
connectivity in Malaysia
Malaysia Aviation Group’s (MAG) airlines, comprising Malaysia Airlines, Firefly, 
and MASwings, have been given regulatory approval by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Malaysia (CAAM) to enable Gate-to-Gate connectivity for 
passengers on its airlines, making it the first airlines to provide this feature for 
travellers departing from Malaysia. Beginning 1 July 2023, passengers can enjoy 
the convenience of staying connected to their personal/portable electronic 
devices (PEDs) throughout their journey, from the moment they board the 
aircraft through to arrival at their destination airport, by enabling ‘flight mode’. 

SpiceJet ‘temporarily’ suspends flight services 
from Puducherry airport
SpiceJet, the only flight operator from Puducherry Airport, decided to temporarily 
suspend services due to “operational difficulties.” Puducherry’s bad patch on the 
aviation map of the country continues with SpiceJet, the only flight operator 
from Puducherry Airport, deciding to temporarily suspend services due to 
“operational difficulties.” A few days ago, the private operator stopped services 
from Puducherry to Hyderabad and Bengaluru.

SHORT
NEWS

10 





12 BOTTINDIA.COM|  JULY 2023

GOVERNMENT
INITIATIVE

Briefing the media about the 
Goa meet, the Secretary further 
remarked that these five priorities 

provide a roadmap for sustainable 
tourism not only for India but also the 
whole world. She also disclosed that in 
India, a whole of government approach 
will be adopted and the five priorities will 
be shared with the Central Ministries as 
well as state governments so that they 
can dovetail them into their on-ground 
action plans and ensure realisation of 
these priorities.

She further gave an overview of 
the thematic discussions held in the 
four tourism working group meetings. 
The thematic discussions included 
Archaeological tourism, Rural tourism, 
Adventure tourism, Film tourism and 
Cruise Tourism.

Smt V. Vidyavathi also pointed 
out that during G20, international 
meetings are being held in more than 
55 destinations in India for which 
appropriate infrastructure was created 
and amenities provided. This has laid 
a strong foundation for MICE tourism 

and this will be promoted by Ministry of 
Tourism in coming days.

On the occasion, Additional 
Secretary, Shri Rakesh Verma gave a 
presentation highlighting the important 
events that were organized during the 
meeting. He also gave details about 
thematic discussions on Cruise tourism 
as well as significance of 5 priorities 
endorsed under the Goa.

‘GOA Roadmap for Tourism’ is aimed 
at providing national governments in 
the G20 countries and beyond, as well 
as other tourism players with voluntary 
tools and recommendations to leverage 
the sector’s capability to progress the 
SDGs. The roadmap also highlights the 
need to sensitize the consumer side as 
well as on responsible consumption. The 
approach of the GOA Roadmap focusses 
on promoting visitors’- led actions for 
Travel for LiFE in line with the Lifestyle 
for Environment movement launched 
by the Prime Minister of India Shri 
Narendra Modi.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
addressed the esteemed gathering 

during Tourism Ministerial Meeting 
through video message. In the video 
message, he highlighted that during 
India’s G20 Presidency, over 200 
meetings are being organized at more 
than 100 locations throughout the 
country. The Prime Minister stated that 
our efforts in tourism sector are centred 
on preserving our rich heritage and 
at the same time creating world class 
infrastructure for tourism.

On the sidelines of the 4th Tourism 
Working Group Meeting and Tourism 
Ministers Meeting, four thematic 
events were held which included - 
‘Making Cruise Tourism a Model for 
Sustainable & Responsible Travel’, 
‘Towards a circular economy of plastics 
in tourism – the Global Tourism 
Plastics Initiative, in collaboration 
with the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and United Nations 
World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO)’, 
‘Public Private Dialogue: Importance of 
Travel & Tourism to the G20 Economies, 
in association with World Travel and 
Tourism Council (WTTC) and United 

Goa Roadmap endorsed @
4th G20 Tourism  
Working Group Meeting in Goa
The Goa Roadmap was endorsed at the recently concluded G20 Tourism Working Group Meeting and 
Ministerial Meeting, which was held in Goa from June 19 – 22, 2023. Smt V. Vidyavathi, Secretary, Ministry 
of Tourism, Government of India said that the Meeting concluded successfully with G20 countries and all 
other stakeholders making a firm commitment to the goal of Sustainable Tourism. She further outlined the 
five priorities of the Goa Roadmap which will be implemented to achieve Sustainable Tourism i.e., Green 
Tourism, Digitalization, Skills, Tourism MSMEs, and Destination Management. Here’s a report on the event. 

BOTT Desk
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Nations World Tourism Organisation 
(UNWTO)’, and ‘Making India a Hub for 
Cruise Tourism’.

An MoU was signed between the 
Ministry of Tourism and Airbnb to 
jointly promote India as one of the most 
sought-after Tourism destinations for 
travel enthusiasts around the world. A 
dedicated microsite was launched in 
the presence of the Union Minister of 
Tourism, Culture, and DoNER Shri. G. 
Kishan Reddy.

The Ministry of Tourism organised 
second thematic discussion on 
‘Towards a circular economy of plastics 
in tourism – the Global Tourism 
Plastics Initiative’ in collaboration 
with the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the United 

Nations World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO). The discussion focused on 
encouraging the engagement of tourism 
stakeholders to address plastic pollution 
through circular approaches across the  
tourism value chain. The event 
encompassed high-level introductory 
remarks and a keynote presentation on 
the action framework proposed by the 
Global Tourism Plastics Initiative (GTPI). 
These interventions were followed 
by a panel discussion with tourism 
stakeholders.

During this discussion CNA-ST 
(Central Nodal Agency – Sustainable 
Tourism), Punjab Tourism Board, and 
RTSOI (Responsible Tourism Society 
of India) signed a signatory pact and 
pledged their commitment to the GTPI 

furthering the cause of the circular 
economy of plastics in the tourism 
industry.

Along the sidelines of the G20 
tourism working group meeting 
on June 20, 2023, a national-level 
thematic discussion was organised 
which focused on ‘Making India a Hub 
for Cruise Tourism’ and deliberated on 
various challenges and opportunities 
for developing Cruise Tourism in India 
following the principles of sustainability. 

In celebration of the ‘International 
Day of Yoga’ on June 21, which coincided 
with the G20 4th Tourism Working 
Group Meeting and Tourism Ministerial 
Meeting, a special yoga session was 
organized by the state government of 
Goa at Raj Bhawan . n
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YOUR
OPINION

Describe your journey over the last two decades in the 
Indian Travel Industry?

As many in the industry may know, we began our journey with a single 
office and a few like-minded and passionate individuals who wanted to 
make a difference in the way people perceived travel insurance. Today, 
we stand strong with over 45 branches spread all over the country and 
350+ employees. I can’t thank the Indian travel fraternity enough for 
the unrelenting support and acceptance we have received over the 
past 2 decades. As a way of giving back, we continuously strive to 
curate innovative travel assistance and insurance business solutions 
that will add value to their business. It is a matter of pride for us that 
Asego is one of the largest revenue generators in terms of ancillary 
services for our clients. It has been an extremely gratifying experience 
for us to be a part of this prestigious industry. 

What makes Asego the preferred Travel 
Assistance and Insurance provider in the 
country today?

We proudly serve our clients with over 200 customised 
products catering to leisure, business and student travel. Our 
single-minded focus on travel insurance enables us to step into the 
travellers’ shoes and introduce innovative and relevant products 
and services for them.

Furthermore, we constantly analyse the various risks involved 
during travel along with our clients, and design exclusive products 
such as our global assistance services to mitigate these risks. We 
regularly conduct engagement and training programmes as well 
for our partners to aid upselling and cross-selling, which has 
shown positive results in improving ancillary services revenue 
for them. Lastly, but most importantly, the trust that our travel 
agent partners have in us gives us the edge.

If you had to identify the one thing that 
has stayed with you for the last 2 decades, 
what would that be?

I firmly believe that any organisation that constantly seeks fresh ideas in 
order to address the requirements of consumers will thrive and grow. 

It is this passion towards innovation and client centricity that has brought 
us this far. Right from the beginning, our goal has been very clear – to be a 
strategic partner for our clients and not just a mere service provider. n

ASEGO: 

Asego, over a period of 2 decades, has carved a niche for itself in the 
travel tourism industry. It is a brand – a name to be reckoned with. Asego 
is one of the largest revenue generators in terms of ancillary services for its 
clients. Mr. Dev Karvat – Founder & CEO, Asego shares more. 

BOTT Desk

Curating innovative travel assistance 
& insurance business solutions
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ASSOCIATIONS
IN ACTION

President & PM of Sri Lanka
to grace 67th TAAI Convention in Colombo

It is indeed a matter of great honour 
for not just TAAI but also the tourism 
industry that The President of Sri 

Lanka H.E. Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe 
will be the Chief Guest at the opening 
ceremony of the 67th Convention of TAAI 
in Colombo from July 6 – 9, 2023. He 
shall be addressing the delegates and 
welcome them to Sri Lanka.

H.E. High Commissioner of India to 
Sri Lanka Mr. Gopal Bagley shall also 
be present and shall be gracing the 
inaugural ceremony, addressing the 
delegates members of TAAI.

Hon. Prime Minster of Sri Lanka, Mr. 

Dinesh Gunawardena will be a part of 
the event on 7th July 7, 2023 and the 
event celebrations and the dinner is 
being hosted at Lemon Trees, The Prime 
Ministers Residence for all delegates of 
the Indian Travel Congress.

As the date for the upcoming 67th TAAI 
Convention and Exhibition in Colombo 
draws closer, the Association has lined 
up an interesting and invigorating mix of 
Knowledge Session and Speakers, who 
will keep the delegates engaged during 
the Convention. Scheduled to take place 
from July 6 – 9, 2023, the Convention has 
received overwhelming response and 

TAAI Conventions, over the years, have been known to be unique and classy. Studded with the who’s who of 
the industry, TAAI Conventions not only offer a great networking platform but are also brilliant knowledge 
brimming days, which is always imparted by an impressive and learned line-up of session speakers. The 
67th TAAI Convention and Exhibition taking place in Colombo promises to take its ‘wow’ quotient a notch 
higher as the President and PM of Sri Lanka confirm their participation at the event. Read on to know  
more details.  

Priyanka Saxena Ray

Jyoti Mayal
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ASSOCIATIONS
IN ACTION

the delegation size has 500 stakeholder 
member partners from India.

Speaking about the focus of the 
Convention, Mrs. Jyoti Mayal, President, 
TAAI says, “The focus of the Convention 
this year is completely Futuristic. 
The pandemic is done and over with. 
While it was tragic, brutal and truly 
devastating, the time is now right for us 
to move forward. When we are talking 
about Transcending Borders, we refer 
to the crossing borders of countries 
because Tourism doesn’t need any 
borders. Tourism brings prosperity 
and peace to every country and it is a 
highly economic driven sector, which 
is the backbone of every country. But 
we at TAAI, would like go beyond the 
Transcending Borders, because even 
in life, you have to transcend all your 
thoughts and literally break the glass 
ceiling and this is where tourism in 
going. Tourism is changing dramatically. 
People are not interested in the same 
type of travel. They are looking for new 
adventures and fresh destinations. So 
just as you have evolved, your mind 
needs to evolve too. We need to focus 
on how growth can happen and not 
live in our past. We need to Transcend 
minds to Transform lives.”

The Business Sessions lined up 
for the Convention will focus on 
topics - ‘India Tourism Vision 2047: A 
Transformed Landscape of Experiences 
and Connections’; The boundless 
potential of the skies; Experiential Travel 
– A Paradigm Shift in Tourism; NEXTAAI – 
The TAAI Members’ Technology initiative; 

Differentiating Travel – Perspectives 
from Industry Experts; Transcending 
Borders – Strengthening International 
Relations for a Transformed World and 
TAAI – The Road Ahead. 

Some of the Speakers includes  
Mr. Arvind Singh, former Secretary 
Tourism, Government of India; Mr 
Madhavan Menon, Managing Director, 
Thomas Cook India Limited; Mr. 
Nipun Agarwal, Chief Commercial and 
Transformation Officer, Air India and 
Mr. K.B. Kachru, Chairman Emeritus & 
Principal Advisor – South Asia, Radisson 
Hotels Group, Ashish Gupta, Consulting 
CEO, FAITH; Mr. Pieter Elbers, CEO 
Indigo; Mr. Amitabh Khosla – Country 
Director - India, IATA; Mr Praveen Iyer 
– Co-Founder & Chief Commercial 
Officer, Akasa Air; Rajeev Bhatia – Chief 
Commercial Officer, Amadeus India; 
Mr. Vinay Malhotra – Head of Global 
Sales, Indigo; Mr. Richard Nuttall – CEO, 
Sri Lankan Airlines; Mr. Kapil Kaul, CEO 
and Director, CAPA India; Mr. Ajeet 
Bajaj, Mr. Dev Karvat – Founder and 
CEO Asego Insurance; Mr. G B Srithar – 
Regional Director, India, Middle East & 
South Asia, Singapore Tourism Board; 
Commander Nevil Malao - Senior Vice 
President, JM Baxi & Co.; Mr. Noel 
Swain, COO – Passport, eVisa, Identity & 
Citizen Services, VFS Global; Mr. Sandeep 
Dwivedi – CEO – InterGlobe Technology 
Quotient and many more.

On the final day of the Convention, 
there will be Special Address by Mr. 
Harin Fernando, Honourable Minister of 
Tourism and Lands, Sri Lanka. 

Mr. Jay Bhatia, Vice President, TAAI 
shares, “Our convention will serve as 
a conduit for fostering stronger bi-
lateral relationships between India and 
Sri Lanka. With around 200 Sri Lankan 
tourism stakeholders participating in the 
B2B sessions, we expect this event to 
be a fruitful venue for networking and 
establishing strong business relations. 
Such interaction is vital in harnessing the 
growth of inbound and outbound travel 
from India and channelling it towards 
destinations that offer new, exciting 
experiences.”

Mrs. Mayal feels that the outbound 
travel sector from India is witnessing 
significant growth, with more people 
taking holidays and seeking new, 
unexplored destinations. This changing 
landscape calls for a recalibration of 
strategy across the industry. Hotels must 
innovate to deliver unique experiences, 
while airlines must strive to offer 
competitive rates, facilitating balanced 
tourism growth. The recent large aircraft 
inventory orders by Air India and IndiGo 
are positive indicators of growth and 
optimism within the Indian aviation 
sector.

Concluding, Mrs. Mayal adds, “The 
Indian market will undoubtedly become 
one of the most sought-after markets 
globally, given the immense potential 
for outbound travel. As we all prepare 
to gather in Colombo, let us seize this 
opportunity to explore these trends, 
share our insights, and work together to 
shape a future where travel transcends 
borders and truly transforms lives.” n 

Bettaiah LokeshJay Bhatia Shreeram Patel 





Welcome, intrepid explorers and connoisseurs of 
the extraordinary, to the 2023 edition of ‘23 

Unmissable Travel Experiences.’ Recommended by our 
esteemed BOTT - Business of Travel Trade readers. 
This annual digest is an exquisite tapestry of vibrant 
destinations and adventures, each handpicked to stretch 
the boundaries of your imagination.

Our thoughtful conceptualisation stems from a deep 
yearning to offer experiences that transcend the 
ordinary. This collection is far from the well-trodden 
tourist paths; it’s an exclusive passport to the world’s 
most awe-inspiring corners and thrilling escapades.

What sets this edition apart is its harmonious 
blend of cultural immersion, daring adventures, 
and rejuvenating retreats. From the mystical 
landscapes of Ladakh to the vibrant markets 
of Thailand, we offer a panoramic view of the 
world’s magic and diversity.

This unique compilation is not just a magazine; 
it’s an inspiring travel guide, a catalyst for 
creating your dream bucket list. With our 
handpicked experiences, your journey to the 
extraordinary starts here. Happy exploring!

Compiled by Priyanka Saxena Ray
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A Frozen Odyssey
Chadar Trek:

Immersed in the cold silence of the 
Ladakh winter, the Chadar Trek, also 
known as the Zanskar Gorge, is an 

otherworldly journey where the thrill 
of adventure and profound serenity 
converge. The trek is not just an 
exploration of nature’s harshest, yet 
captivatingly beautiful landscapes; it is 
also a step back into the time, retracing 
the millennium-old path of Buddhist 
monks over a frozen river.

The adventure begins at Leh, the 
highest airport on earth, sitting at 
3500 meters above sea level. Here, the 
crisp mountain air seems to whisper 
tales of the challenging journey ahead. 
Acclimatization is necessary in Leh for a 
couple of days, the quiet town serving as 
a gentle introduction to the formidable 
Ladakh region.

The drive to Chilling, the trek’s 
starting point, is an adrenaline-pumping 
prelude to the adventure that lies ahead. 
The narrow, winding roads curve like a 
dragon’s spine through the mountainous 

landscape. Then, the real journey begins 
at Tilad Do. As you set up your tent for 
the first night on the frozen Zanskar 
River, the icy wind hums lullabies of the 
ancient land.

Each day on the Chadar Trek brings 
a new challenge and a new spectacle. 
From Tilad Do to Shingra Koma, you tread 
carefully over the river ice, acutely aware 
of the river’s constant transformation 
beneath your feet. The icy world around 
you, often cracking and reshaping itself, 
mirrors the endurance and adaptability 
required of every trekker.

As you continue towards Tib Cave, 
the frozen inlets and towering rock faces 
seem to hold the secrets of the river, 
whispering stories of the centuries. 
The cave itself offers a unique camping 
experience, with nature providing the 
only shelter against the biting cold.

The trek then unveils its grand 
spectacle on the journey from Tibb to 
Naerak. A stunning frozen waterfall, 
standing majestically against the harsh 

winter, leaves every traveler in awe. The 
remote village of Naerak offers a chance 
to connect with the hardy locals, sharing 
tales over warming cups of butter tea.

The return journey is a new 
exploration as the river, sensitive to the 
slightest temperature change, alters its 
form. The path taken before may no 
longer exist, replaced by new icy trails to 
tread. Every step towards Shingra Koma 
and then back to Tilad Do is a testament 
to nature’s dynamism.

Finally, you bid adieu to the frozen 
Zanskar, carrying with you tales of its 
stark beauty and resilience. The farewell 
is not the end but a promise of a return 
to the frozen river that offered a home 
for ten unforgettable days. As you 
depart Leh for Delhi, you realize that 
the Chadar Trek is not just a journey 
through a frozen river valley; it’s an 
intimate dance with nature, a testament 
to the human spirit’s resilience, and an 
adventure that imprints itself indelibly 
on the heart of every traveler. n
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Nestled in the verdant landscapes 
of Kerala, India, an enchanting 
escape awaits for those in 

pursuit of wellness and rejuvenation. A 
destination often hailed as the birthplace 
of Ayurveda, Kerala harbours an array of 
retreats that offer a sanctuary to weary 
souls, infusing them with a renewed 
sense of vitality and peace.

The journey typically begins with a 
tranquil boat ride through the mystical 
backwaters of Kerala. As the boat glides 
on the serene lily-strewn waters, the 
calming whisper of coconut palms and 
the mellifluous chirping of tropical 

birds greet visitors, setting a meditative 
ambiance that marks the onset of a 
transformational Ayurvedic retreat.

The retreats, typically traditional 
Kerala houses or ‘Nalukettus’, are an 
embodiment of ancient architecture 
and wisdom. This architectural grandeur, 
intertwined with the lush greenery, offers 
an authentic backdrop for immersion into 
Ayurvedic principles and practices. The 
rooms, equipped with modern amenities, 
effortlessly balance comfort with an 
intimate connection to nature, ensuring 
a tranquil space for introspection.

Ayurveda, the science of life and 

Kerala’s
Enchanting Journey 

to Wellness

longevity, is a holistic approach to health 
that aims to achieve a harmonious 
balance of body, mind, and spirit. The 
retreats in Kerala employ experienced 
practitioners of this ancient medical 
practice. Each guest’s journey begins 
with a detailed consultation to determine 
their unique constitution or ‘Prakriti’ 
in Ayurvedic terminology. This analysis 
guides the personalized treatment plan, 
including bespoke meals, therapeutic 
massages, and yoga sessions.

The meals, prepared with locally 
sourced, organic produce, play a 
pivotal role in the retreat’s experience. 
They follow the Ayurvedic principles 
of nutrition, focusing on six tastes - 
sweet, sour, salty, bitter, pungent, and 
astringent - to balance the three doshas 
(vital energies), namely Vata, Pitta, and 
Kapha. The gastronomic experience, rich 
in both flavour and wellness, is often 
accompanied by lessons in Ayurvedic 
cooking, enabling guests to continue 
their wellness journey even after they 
leave the retreat.

The Ayurvedic treatments, often 
the highlight of the retreat, range 
from rejuvenating massages with 
medicated oils to therapeutic cleansing 
processes known as ‘Panchakarma’. The 
experience of the warm oil trickling 
down the forehead during ‘Shirodhara’, 
a popular Ayurvedic treatment, is an 
unforgettable symphony of relaxation 
and revitalisation.

Yoga and meditation are integral parts 
of the retreat. They serve as conduits for 
uniting mind, body, and spirit, further 
enhancing the healing process. Yoga 
sessions occur at sunrise against the 
melodious soundtrack of the morning, 
creating a soothing environment for self-
discovery and mindfulness.

A journey through an Ayurvedic 
retreat in Kerala transcends the 
typical confines of a holiday, providing 
a sanctuary for wellness and 
transformation. It not only rejuvenates 
the physical being but also nourishes 
the soul, creating a ripple of well-being 
that resonates long after one returns to 
the hustle of daily life. This immersive 
experience in Kerala is a testament to 
India’s rich heritage of holistic healing, 
beckoning the world to partake in its 
ancient wisdom and practice. n
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Embracing the rush of adrenaline in 
the spiritual city of Rishikesh, the 
journey to experience the heart-

pounding Giant Swing at Jumpin Heights 
is a tale of thrill and awe. Nestled amidst 
the tranquil aura of the Himalayas, 
Rishikesh is known for its spiritual 
sanctity and a blend of tranquility and 
adventure. A voyage to this part of India 
is incomplete without experiencing the 
Giant Swing, an attraction that offers a 
unique blend of fear and exhilaration.

Upon arriving in Rishikesh, travellers 
are immediately captivated by the 
mystic aura of the Himalayas. The city 
resonates with the hum of temple bells, 
the sacred chants echoing through the 
air, and the ceaseless rush of the holy 
Ganges. It’s a medley of tranquility 
and fervour, making it a fascinating 
destination for both spiritual seekers 
and adventure enthusiasts.

The Giant Swing at Jumpin Heights 
is not just an attraction, but a rite of 

passage for thrill-seekers. It offers an 
unforgettable experience, as one is 
harnessed to a rope and released to 
swing like a pendulum. The build-up to 
the jump heightens the anticipation. 
First, there’s a safety briefing, where 
every jumper is acquainted with the dos 
and don’ts. The staff ensures that safety 
is paramount, helping to alleviate the 
natural anxiety that comes with such an 
extreme activity.

The moment of the jump is like 
nothing else. As the jumper leaps off the 
platform, there’s a rush of adrenaline 
that’s unparalleled, and the world 
seems to slow down. The wind roars in 
the ears, and the heart pounds as the 
view of the valley flashes by in a blur of 
green and blue.

The Giant Swing is more than 
just a jump—it’s a moment of pure, 
unfiltered exhilarity. The free-falling 
sensation followed by the high-speed 
swing offers a thrill that’s addictive, 

often making jumpers want to go again 
and again. As they are pulled back to 
the landing platform, there’s a sense 
of accomplishment, a feeling of having 
conquered fear, and an adrenaline rush 
that leaves them craving more.

Visiting the Giant Swing in Rishikesh 
isn’t just about seeking thrills; it’s 
about stepping out of the comfort zone 
and embracing the unexpected. It’s a 
testament to the human spirit’s desire 
for adventure and the joy that comes 
with experiencing the extraordinary. 
This journey is sure to leave travellers 
with unforgettable memories and stories 
of courage and excitement that will last 
a lifetime.

Overall, the Giant Swing at Jumpin 
Heights in Rishikesh is an exhilarating 
experience, a perfect blend of adventure 
and natural beauty. It’s a thrilling 
testament to Rishikesh’s reputation as 
India’s adventure capital and a must-visit 
for any thrill-seeker. n

Thrilling
Giant Swing 
Experience in
Rishikesh



24 BOTTINDIA.COM|  JULY 2023

Imagine a water sport that combines 
elements of wakeboarding, jet skiing, 
snowboarding, and acrobatic diving. 

This is flyboarding, a thrilling aquatic 
adventure that has become one of the 
most sought-after experiences in Goa, 
India.

Flyboarding, introduced in Goa about 
a decade back, offers an exhilarating 
blend of excitement and surrealism.  
It involves standing on a board  
connected by a long hose to a watercraft. 
Water is forced under pressure to a pair 
of boots with jet nozzles underneath, 
propelling the rider up to 15 meters in 
the air.

The jewel-toned waters of the 
Arabian Sea provide a picturesque 
backdrop for this thrilling activity. Most 
often, the flyboarding experience starts 
in the morning, with the sun casting 
golden hues on the sea. Participants 
are provided with a brief training 
session, where safety instructions are 
given prime importance. They are  

then equipped with the necessary  
gear, including a life jacket and the 
flyboard.

Flyboarders can feel the raw power 
of water propelling them into the air. 
With the Indian Ocean beneath and the 
azure sky above, the thrill of soaring 
and diving is beyond compare. Initially, 
maintaining balance may be challenging, 
but with the guidance of professional 
instructors, participants quickly get the 
hang of it. Once they have mastered 
control and stability, they can even 
attempt various stunts like spins, dolphin 
dives, and backflips.

From the sky-high vantage point, 
flyboarders are treated to a panoramic 
view of Goa’s stunning coastline, with 
its swaying palm trees and golden sandy 
beaches. It’s a sight to behold and an 
experience to remember.

Despite the adrenaline-pumping 
activity, safety is never compromised 
in flyboarding. All equipment is well-
maintained and up to safety standards, 

and a rescue boat is always at hand, 
ensuring that even if participants take a 
tumble, they are in safe hands.

Flyboarding is suitable for people 
of all age groups above 13, making it a 
fantastic activity for families, couples, 
and solo adventurers. It offers a unique 
way to experience the beauty of Goa, 
one of India’s most popular tourist 
destinations.

The cost of a flyboarding experience 
in Goa can vary, but prices are not very 
expensive, usually below INR 5K. This 
fee includes safety equipment and the 
guidance of professional instructors. 
Given the unparalleled excitement it 
offers, flyboarding is worth every penny 
as it is not just another water sport; it’s 
an unforgettable adventure that offers a 
unique perspective of the beautiful Goan 
landscape. So, when in Goa, take the 
plunge, or rather, the flight! Experience 
the thrill of defying gravity and the joy 
of surfing the seas, all at once. After all, 
why just swim when you can fly? n

Soar the Skies, Surf the Seas
Flyboarding in Goa:



25 BOTTINDIA.COM JULY 2023  |

Tucked away in the rugged 
landscapes of Madhya Pradesh in 
India, Bandhavgarh National Park 

unfurls itself as a realm where nature 
and history intertwine. This verdant 
wildlife sanctuary, spread across a 
sprawling 105 sq. km., serves as the 
exalted throne to the regal Bengal 
Tiger, a majestic predator commanding 
respect and awe.

The journey to Bandhavgarh 
takes one through quaint villages and 
undulating farmlands, before the terrain 
transforms into a dense forest teeming 
with biodiversity. Stepping into the park, 
the tranquillity of nature descends, 
punctuated occasionally by a bird’s call 
or a monkey’s chatter.

Navigating the park in a Jeep Safari is 
an adventure that awakens every sense. 
The vehicle quietly crunches along the 
unpaved trails, allowing the fragrant 
mix of fresh earth, verdant foliage, and 
blooming flowers to drift in. A naturalist 
guide accompanies each expedition, 
their seasoned eyes effortlessly 
deciphering the secrets of the forest and 
translating them for their guests.

From above, the languorous sprawl 
of a leopard might be spotted, basking in 
the dappled sunlight that filters through 
the canopy. A splash in the water could 
reveal a herd of deer cooling off, while 
a rustling in the bushes might uncover a 
wild boar foraging for roots.

However, it’s the anticipation of 
catching sight of the elusive Bengal tiger 
that truly electrifies the air. Unlike their 
counterparts in other parks, the tigers 
of Bandhavgarh are known for their 
impressive visibility, a trait attributed to 
the park’s high tiger density.

Every crackle of a twig, every echoing 
roar, heightens the suspense until, 
finally, a tiger might emerge from the 
undergrowth, its regal presence igniting 
a wave of thrill among the spectators. 
Adorned with a coat of vibrant orange 
and black, the Bengal Tiger’s raw power 
and grace are an awe-inspiring sight, 
painting a living portrait of majesty in 
the wild.

The magic of the encounter is 
intensified by the setting. The park 
is not just a natural reserve; it’s a 

historical treasure trove. Ancient ruins 
of fortresses and temples pepper the 
landscape, whispering tales of bygone 
eras. The sight of a Bengal Tiger lounging 
atop these ruins, against the backdrop 
of the setting sun, is a moment that 
imprints itself on the hearts and minds 
of those fortunate enough to witness it.

A visit to Bandhavgarh National 
Park is a testament to India’s rich 

natural heritage, offering a captivating 
mix of wildlife encounters, historical 
explorations, and serene communion 
with nature. The opportunity to spot 
the majestic Bengal Tiger in its natural 
habitat, to witness its power and 
elegance, is a stirring experience that 
leaves a profound respect for these 
magnificent creatures and their wild 
realm. n

Bandhavgarh’s 
Bengal Tigers

In Pursuit of Stripes:



The city of Varanasi, also known 
as Benaras or Kashi, is a place 
where spirituality resonates in 

every corner. Located on the banks of 
the Ganga River in Uttar Pradesh, India, 
it is one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited cities in the world. Among its 
many religious rituals and ceremonies, 
the evening Ganga Aarti stands out as a 
truly mesmerising spectacle.

As the sun sets, the Dasaswamedh 
Ghat, one of the main ghats in Varanasi, 
begins to pulsate with life. Devotees 
and tourists start gathering, their 

faces reflecting a mix of reverence 
and anticipation. The evening air fills 
with the sweet scent of incense, and 
the spiritual energy becomes almost 
palpable. Traders selling small, flower-
filled baskets or ‘diyas’ line the steps, 
adding a sense of liveliness to the 
atmosphere.

The Ganga Aarti ceremony 
commences with the rhythmic tolling 
of temple bells, reverberating through 
the twilight, captivating everyone 
present. Seven young priests, dressed 
in traditional saffron robes, take their 

positions on raised platforms, each 
holding a large, multi-tiered brass lamp. 
The synchronised movements of the 
priests, accompanied by chants and 
the rhythmic beat of cymbals, create a 
symphony that transcends the mundane 
world.

As the priests begin to wave the 
brass lamps in synchronised harmony, 
the flickering flames cast a warm glow 
over the scene. Devotees release 
their flower-filled diyas into the river, 
creating a spectacle of hundreds of 
small lights bobbing on the dark waters 

Varanasi’s
Spiritual Spectacle

Mystical Ganga Aarti: 
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of the Ganga. This ritual symbolises the 
surrender of one’s soul to the divine 
power, a significant aspect of Hindu 
philosophy.

The sight of the flaming lamps 
against the backdrop of the dark river, 

the resonating mantras, and the spiritual 
energy creates a mesmerising tableau. 
Spectators on boats in the river add 
another layer of wonder to the scene, 
watching the ceremony from a distance, 
their figures silhouetted against the 

sparkling water.
The Ganga Aarti is not merely a 

spectacle to behold; it is an immersive 
experience that touches every observer 
in a unique way. It showcases the 
profound spiritual ethos of India, where 
the elements of nature are revered. 
For devotees, it offers a moment of 
spiritual communion, a chance to offer 
prayers and seek blessings. For visitors, 
it provides a glimpse into the rich 
tapestry of Indian culture and the age-
old traditions that are still a vital part of 
daily life.

The ceremony concludes as the 
echo of the chants fades, leaving a 
profound sense of peace. The Ganga 
Aarti in Varanasi is an experience that 
lingers in the heart long after the lamps 
have been extinguished, a testament 
to the enduring spiritual heritage of 
India. Whether one is a seeker of 
spiritual solace or a traveler in search of  
unique experiences, attending the Ganga 
Aarti in Varanasi is an unforgettable 
journey into the spiritual heartland  
of India. n
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India’s Royal Voyage

The Palace on Wheels, a majestic 
heritage train, provides an 
unforgettable journey through the 

heart of Rajasthan, India’s Land of Kings. 
Lavishly adorned with intricate carvings 
and plush furnishings reminiscent of 
the bygone Rajputana era, this train 
encapsulates the grandeur of India’s 
royal past, offering passengers an 
unparalleled experience of luxury travel.

Beginning its journey from New 
Delhi, the Palace on Wheels transports 
its passengers across the vibrant and 
colourful landscapes of Rajasthan. The 
train takes them through cities such as 
Jaipur, known as the “Pink City” for its 
distinctive terracotta-coloured buildings, 
and Udaipur, the “City of Lakes”, whose 
enchanting palaces appear to float on 
serene waters. The train also makes 
stops at Jaisalmer and Jodhpur, where 
vast, sun-soaked sand dunes and 
imposing fortresses captivate the eye.

The interiors of the Palace on Wheels 
are as impressive as the destinations it 

explores. Each of its fourteen saloons, 
named after former Rajput states, 
exudes an ambiance of regal opulence. 
Silk and velvet drapes, handcrafted 
lamps, and finely carved furniture 
adorn these compartments, creating an 
environment of extravagant comfort. 
Every saloon is attended by a personal 
butler, ready to serve with the warm, 
gracious hospitality India is known for.

Culinary delights aboard the Palace 
on Wheels are another highlight of 
the journey. The train’s two restaurant 
cars, the Maharaja and the Maharani, 
serve a delectable array of Indian and 
international cuisines, all prepared by 
skilled chefs. As the train gently rolls 
through the desert landscape under 
a canopy of stars, passengers dine on 
sumptuous meals, their senses further 
enchanted by traditional Rajasthani 
music and dance performances.

The journey with the Palace on 
Wheels also includes guided excursions. 
At each stop, passengers disembark  

to explore magnificent fortresses, 
bustling bazaars, and UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites such as the awe-
inspiring Keoladeo Ghana National Park 
and the ethereal Taj Mahal in Agra. 
Knowledgeable local guides provide 
insights into the history, architecture, 
and culture of each place, enriching the 
travel experience.

After a full day of exploration, 
passengers can unwind in the train’s 
spa, which offers a range of traditional 
Indian wellness treatments. The journey 
concludes back in New Delhi, leaving 
the passengers with an album full of 
memories, the taste of royal hospitality 
still fresh on their lips, and an enduring 
fascination for the vibrant culture and 
heritage of India.

The Palace on Wheels is more than 
a train ride - it’s a voyage through time, 
a journey through the heart of India’s 
royal past, a testament to the country’s 
rich heritage and an unforgettable 
experience of luxury travel. n

Palace on Wheels: 





Utah’s location at the crossroads of the western 
United States means travelers enjoy easy 
access to The Greatest Snow on Earth® and 

Mighty 5® national park and everything in between. 
Utah’s landscape is varied, ranging from high-desert 
plateaus to alpine meadows and snow-covered peaks 
to bird-filled wetlands. Across all the varied terrain 
you’ll find different national parks and monuments, 
state parks and cultural and historic activities, not to 
mention non-stop outdoor recreation.

Unique experiences in Utah in 2023
• The Great American Solar Eclipse will take place 

on October 14, 2023, and Utah will be in the path 
of totality. The Escalante Annual Solar Eclipse 
program by EXP Journeys will feature a private, 
custom-built, luxury tented camp and access to 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, 
and Zion, Bryce Canyon and Capitol Reef National 
Parks, accompanied by experts in astronomy and 
paleontology, bringing to life history from the 
stars above and bones below. As home to more 
internationally accredited dark sky parks and places 

UTAH
Unleash your adventurous side in
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than anywhere else on the planet, 
Utah is a priceless location from 
which to experience a solar eclipse.

• When in Utah, take a scenic 
airplane tour over the Arches and 
Canyonlands national parks with 
Redtail Air Adventures to see these 
stunning scenic gems from an angle 
few ever get to see.

• Be guided through Monument Valley 
by local Navajo guides with Gouldings 
Monument Valley Tours who provide 

access to trails and paths not open to 
the public while sharing their proud 
heritage and history in the area. You 
also have the opportunity to visit an 
authentic Navajo Hogan at a local 
residence to view a rug-weaving 
demonstration by a member of the 
local Navajo family.

• With its sweeping rock landscape 
and vibrant colors, The Wave hiking 
tour outside of Kanab is truly a 
bucket list item and one of the most 

coveted permit hikes in the world 
that you can be guided with Road 
Outdoor Adventures.

• Go horseback riding amongst orange 
sandstone hoodoos standing up 
to 50 meters high in Bryce Canyon 
National Park with Canyon Trail 
Rides. 

• Stay at Ranch experience in Southern 
Utah.

• Enjoy a Hummer tour with Moab 
Adventure Centre. n



Join a whale shark tour from Exmouth 
or Coral Bay for an ultimate wildlife 
encounter – swimming with the world’s 

largest fish. Every year from March to 
August the whale shark congregates 
along the UNESCO World Heritage-listed 
Ningaloo Reef (Nyinggulu). The chance 
to snorkel with these gentle giants is the 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and visitors 

from all over the world head to 
the Ningaloo Reef during whale 
shark season. 

Ningaloo Reef is one of the 
world’s largest fringing reefs, 
stretching more than 300km along 
Western Australia’s coastline, and is one 
of the only places where whale sharks 
reliably congregate each year. 

Swim with Whale 
Shark, Ningaloo, 

Western 
Australia
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Whale sharks are slow moving, graceful creatures 
that spend most of their time right up on the surface 
of the water. Therefore, tour participants only need 
to be competent swimmers to enjoy this amazing 
in-water experience. Full day whale shark swim eco-
tours operate out of both Exmouth and Coral Bay 
around 1,200 km north of Perth (Boorloo), taking 
visitors to experience an unforgettable interaction. 
While March to August is the prime season for 
whale sharks in Western Australia, the season can 
often stretch through to October. 

Western Australian whale shark tours are 
responsibly run by a small group of licensed 
professionals to ensure a sustainable and eco-
friendly whale shark experience. Nearly 36,000 
people swam with whale sharks at Ningaloo in 
2022, with an interaction rate of 97%.

Each Ningaloo whale shark tour includes 
onboard education from dive instructors, many of 
whom are marine biologists/scientists.  All Ningaloo 
whale shark tour operators have an experienced 
underwater photographer or videographer on 
board, who can provide a lasting memento of 
the day’s swim. All you have to do is take in the 
mesmerising experience, knowing someone else 
is going to make you look good next to these big 
boys! n

Only 1 in 3 

million people 

globally will 

swim with a 

whale shark in 

their lifetime!

Did
you 

     know 

?
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Sigiriya: 
Sri Lanka’s
Sky-Piercing Fortress

In the heart of Sri Lanka, where tropical 
jungles sprawl amidst an expanse of 
flat plains, an ancient rock fortress 

pierces the skyline, rising majestically 
from the green cloak of foliage. This is 
Sigiriya Rock Fortress, an awe-inspiring 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, known 
locally as the ‘Lion Rock’.

The journey to Sigiriya Rock is in 
itself a thrilling adventure. Winding 
roads snake through the verdant 

countryside, offering glimpses of vibrant 
rural life, before the towering, enigmatic 
rock fortress looms into sight, cloaked in 
both physical grandeur and centuries-
old legends.

At the foot of the fortress lies the 
Water Gardens, a marvel of ancient 
hydraulic engineering. The symmetrical 
layout, adorned with a complex network 
of ponds, fountains, and watercourses, 
is an enchanting testament to the 

ingenious design aesthetics of Sri 
Lanka’s ancestors. These serene gardens 
provide a contrast to the challenging yet 
rewarding climb that awaits.

As the ascent up the 1,200 
steps carved into the rock begins, it 
becomes evident that Sigiriya is not 
just a geological wonder, but also an 
archaeological treasure. Halfway up the 
rock, nestled in an overhanging rock 
shelter, are the famous Sigiriya Frescoes, 

Ph
ot

o 
Co

ur
te

sy
: H

ar
sh

a 
Sa

m
ar

an
ay

ak
e 



35 BOTTINDIA.COM JULY 2023  |

believed to depict celestial nymphs 
showering flowers, their vibrant hues 
and delicate artistry still visible after 
centuries.

Further up, the Mirror Wall, once 
polished to such a sheen that the King 
could see his reflection, is now adorned 
with graffiti dating back to the 6th 
century. These ancient scribbles offer 
a fascinating peek into the thoughts of 
past visitors, serving as one of the oldest 
forms of social commentary.

At the final ascent, two massive 
lion paws greet visitors, signalling the 
entrance to the summit and giving 
Sigiriya its moniker, the Lion Rock. It’s 
here that the ancient engineering feat 
truly astonishes, with ruins of the royal 
palace, gardens, and ponds revealing 
the opulence that once graced this 
natural high-riser.

From the summit, a panoramic view 
of the lush plains, dense forests, and 
shimmering lakes unfold, a breathtaking 
vista that surely must have been a fitting 
reward for the ancient king’s audacious 
choice of residence. The tranquillity that 
engulfs the summit whispers tales of a 
bygone era, a grandiose past steeped in 
both reality and legend.

At dusk, as the sun begins to set, 
casting an ethereal glow on the fortress, 
the rock seems to return to its slumber, 
carrying with it the enigmatic stories of 
a king, his fortress, and a civilisation far 
advanced for its time.

The exploration of Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress is much more than a journey 

through Sri Lanka’s landscape; it’s a 
voyage into the country’s rich cultural 
and architectural heritage. It offers 
visitors a slice of history etched onto a 
monumental rock, a testament to the 
grandeur of an era that shaped the 
island’s identity, preserved for future 
generations to discover and marvel at. n
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Lindt, the renowned Swiss chocolatier, 
is more than just a brand; it is an 
ambassador of Swiss chocolate-

making expertise and sustainable 
innovation. At the heart of Lindt’s 
commitment to excellence lies the Lindt 
Chocolate Competence Foundation, 
dedicated to promoting the art of 
chocolate and nurturing future talent in 
the industry.

One of the foundation’s remarkable 
achievements is the Lindt Home of 
Chocolate, an extraordinary chocolate 
museum and competence centre located 

at Schokoladenplatz 1 in Kilchberg, 
Zurich. With an investment of over 100 
million Swiss Francs, this state-of-the-art 
facility has become a global hotspot for 
chocolate enthusiasts. Step into the Lindt 
Home of Chocolate, and you will embark 
on a captivating chocolate journey. The 
museum offers a comprehensive chocolate 
tour, immersing visitors in the enchanting 
world of cocoa cultivation, chocolate 
history, the Swiss pioneers, and chocolate 
production. Witness the wonders of Lindt’s 
Pilot Plant, where cutting-edge chocolate 
production and process technologies are 

explored in collaboration with universities 
and academic institutions.  

For those seeking a hands-on 
experience, Lindt Home of Chocolate 
presents the Chocolateria, where 
guests can unleash their creativity as a 
real Lindt Master Chocolatier. Join our 
chocolate courses and discover the art 
of crafting your own chocolate creations. 
These courses not only offer a delightful 
experience but also provide a stepping 
stone for aspiring chocolatiers. If you’ve 
ever dreamed of a career in the chocolate 
industry, Lindt Home of Chocolate offers 
the perfect opportunity to master the 
art and science behind crafting exquisite 
chocolates. Unleash your creativity, refine 
your skills, and open doors to a world of 
chocolate craftsmanship.

Since its inauguration in September 
2020, Lindt Home of Chocolate has 
attracted over 350,000 chocolate 
enthusiasts from Switzerland and around 
the globe. Come and experience the magic 
yourself, as you delve into the fascinating 
history and artistry of Swiss chocolate at 
Lindt Home of Chocolate. Prepare to be 
captivated by the aroma, taste, and sheer 
indulgence that awaits you. n

Lindt Home of Chocolate
Where Chocolate Dreams Come True
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Xyz

Istanbul, the captivating metropolis of 
Turkiye, offers a wealth of historical 
landmarks, vibrant cultural scenes, 

and delectable cuisine, ensuring an 
unforgettable vacation experience. 
The city’s unique blend of Eastern 
and Western influences adds an 
intriguing flavour to its charm. From the 
magnificent marvel of Hagia Sophia to 
the bustling energy of the Grand Bazaar, 
these renowned tourist attractions 
promise to create beautiful memories 
during your time in Istanbul. 

To enrich your experience in this 
captivating city, here are 5 exceptional 
tourist destinations that are bound to 
create lasting memories.

Hagia Sophia
Hagia Sophia, an extraordinary 

testament to human creativity and 
architectural brilliance, is an iconic symbol 
of Istanbul’s rich history. It was initially 
constructed as a Byzantine cathedral in 
the 6th century. Over time, it transformed 
into an Ottoman Mosque and functions 

as a museum. Hagia Sophia is a blend of 
Byzantine and Islamic architectural styles. 
It carries immense cultural and historical 
importance, representing the city’s 
vibrant heritage and the transition from 
Christianity to Islam.

Topkapi Palace
Topkapi Palace stands as the former 

residence of the Ottoman sultans, having 
served their esteemed lineage for nearly 
four centuries. This architectural marvel 
encompasses a sprawling complex 
adorned with picturesque courtyards, 
verdant gardens, and splendid pavilions. 
Visitors can explore the Palace’s lavish 
rooms, marvel at the intricate Ottoman 
artefacts, and immerse themselves 
in the rich history of the Ottoman 
Empire. The Palace is a testament to the 
magnificence of the Ottoman era and 
invites all who enter to be swept away 
by its majestic charm.

The Grand Bazaar
At the heart of Istanbul lies the 

legendary Grand Bazaar, a timeless 
shopping destination that stands as one 
of the world’s oldest and largest covered 
markets. Its bustling ambiance and 
labyrinthine alleys make it a haven for 
shopaholics. Boasting an astonishing array 
of more than 4,000 shops and stalls, the 
Grand Bazaar beckons visitors to explore 
its treasure trove of goods. The market 
showcases a rich tapestry of Turkish 
craftsmanship, from vibrant textiles and 
exquisite jewellery to intricately designed 
ceramics and aromatic spices. 

Sultanahmet Square
Sultanahmet Square is a cherished 

historic square, drawing locals and 
tourists alike. Positioned in close 
proximity to renowned landmarks like 
the Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque, 
it serves as a vibrant central hub. The 
square entices visitors with its rich 
tapestry of cultural attractions, including 
the magnificent Obelisk of Theodosius 
and the elegant German Fountain. Street 
performances add a touch of liveliness 

 for a memorable Vacation
Istanbul5 best tourist 

spots in
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to the square, enhancing the experience and 
adding to its allure.

Bosphorus Cruise
Embarking on a Bosphorus Cruise is an 

enchanting journey that unveils the mesmerising 
beauty of Istanbul as the vessel glides along 
the Bosphorus Strait. This legendary waterway 
serves as a boundary between the European and 
Asian sides of the city, offering an extraordinary 
experience. As the boat sails, passengers are 
treated to awe-inspiring vistas of the city’s 
majestic skyline, adorned with towering minarets 
and modern skyscrapers. This popular tourist 
activity allows visitors to witness the captivating 
blend of cultures where East meets West and to 
appreciate Istanbul’s beauty from a unique and 
unforgettable perspective. n



Mauritius’
Diving Deep: 

Underwater Wonderland

Submerged in the sapphire waters 
of Mauritius, cocooned within the 
quiet brilliance of a submarine, one 

begins to truly appreciate the elusive 
magic that the underwater world holds. 
The journey starts from the north-
western coast of the island at Trou-aux-
Biches by Blue Safari Submarine. Known 
for its stunning beaches and vibrant 
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nightlife, the area is the perfect starting 
point for this unique adventure.

With the warm Mauritian sun 
overhead, you embark on a boat that 
takes you to the awaiting submarine. As 
the boat cuts through the cobalt blue 
water, you can’t help but feel a thrill of 
anticipation. The sight of the submarine, 
a sleek structure that glimmers under the 
sunlight, adds to the mounting excitement.

Once inside the submarine, a cool 
interior welcomes you. The large viewing 
windows are your portal to the mystical 
marine life that lies beneath. As the 
submarine begins its descent, the sunlight 
fades, replaced by an ethereal underwater 
glow. The world outside the windows 
transforms into an aquatic wonderland, 
revealing the untold secrets of the Indian 
Ocean.

The submarine ride in Mauritius offers 

a unique perspective of the island’s diverse 
marine life. At a depth of about 35 meters, 
you come face-to-face with an array of 
tropical fish, vibrantly adorned in hues of 
orange, blue, and yellow. Schools of fish 
flit past the window, creating a constantly 
changing tableau of color and motion.

The highlight of the submarine journey 
is the Star Hope shipwreck, a hauntingly 
beautiful sight that is home to a myriad of 
marine species. The ship, which sank in the 
1980s, has been reclaimed by the ocean 
and is now adorned with colourful coral 
formations. Shoals of fish weave through 
the skeletal remains of the ship, creating 
a poignant scene of life flourishing amid 
remnants of the past.

The submarine ride also offers the 
chance to witness the rare sight of giant 
moray eels and sea turtles. Their graceful 
movements through the water lend an 

air of tranquility to the already serene 
underwater landscape.

As the submarine resurfaces, the 
transition from the ethereal blue world 
back to the sunlit reality is surreal. But 
the images of the vibrant marine life, 
the haunting shipwreck, and the tranquil 
ocean floor linger, creating memories that 
are as enduring as the ocean itself.

Experiencing a submarine ride in 
Mauritius is truly a journey into the heart 
of the Indian Ocean, offering a glimpse 
into the vibrant marine life that thrives 
beneath the surface. An amazing family 
experience not to be missed while staying 
in Mauritius, the experience is open to 
everyone from 9 months to 80 years 
old. It is an unforgettable adventure, one  
that leaves you with a deeper appreciation 
for the mysteries and wonders of  
the ocean. n
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Mammoth Lakes, located in 
California, is an extraordinary 
destination that one must 

visit in their lifetime. Its name reflects 
the grandeur of the mountains, the 
vastness of the valleys, the pristine 
clarity of the mountain lakes, and the 
boundless opportunities for adventure 
that lie in every direction. However, 
what truly sets this place apart is its 
surreal beauty, capable of leaving one 
speechless, igniting the imagination, and 
turning every moment into an incredible 
experience. With its remarkable blend 
of natural wonders, Mammoth Lakes 
offers a scenic adventure, showcasing an 
unparalleled diversity that guarantees 
an unforgettable experience.

Here are some of the Unique 
Experiences that must be enjoyed in & 
around Mammoth Lakes –

Yosemite National Park: Located 
45 minutes north of Mammoth Lakes, 
Yosemite National Park is one of the 
world’s most spectacular natural 
wonders. From soaring peaks and 
towering waterfalls to tranquil lakes 
and ancient forests, Yosemite offers a 
variety of breath-taking natural beauty 

for an unforgettable adventure. Enjoy 
hundreds of miles of scenic hiking trails. 

Reds Meadow: With crystal-clear 
streams, sparkling lakes, and majestic 
forests, Reds Meadow Valley is an ideal 
place to camp during the summer and 
enjoy fishing, hiking, or riding a horse 
through this pristine setting. 

Mono Lake: With a salinity level 
over three times that of the ocean, the 
65-square-mile Mono Lake is one of the 
oldest lakes in North America. The place 
is a nature and an adventure lover’s 
dream come true. Kayaking through the 

tufa towers of Navy Beach or meandering 
along the boardwalks of the South Tufa 
Area during sunset, there is a way for 
everyone to explore this unique area. 

Unique Stays: If you aspire to 
stay in the heart of the captivating 
Mammoth Lakes Basin, look no further 
than the iconic Tamarack Lodge and 
Resort, nestled along the glistening 
shores of Twin Lakes. This remarkable 
property, consisting of secluded cabins 
and charming lodge rooms, has a rich  
history dating back to its establishment 
in 1924. n

Unique Experiences 
in Mammoth Lakes, 

California
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Dubai Parks
and Resorts

Tourist Traffic
Dubai has been a leader in the 

travel and tourism sector for several 
years with a reputation for pioneering 
projects that have placed our emirate 
firmly on the global map for making the 
seemingly impossible, possible. Across 
Dubai Holding Entertainments’ parks 
and attractions, we have had record 
performance in Q1 2023 with some 
key highlights being record visitation at 
attractions such as, Global Village, The 
Green Planet, Inside Burj Al Arab and 
Coca Cola Arena.

We see the Indian market attracted 
to new entertainment experiences and 
we have delivered five new experiences 
over the past 12 months to the market 
which have seen strong interest from 
the Indian market.

Your USP
As the largest entertainment group in 

the region, Dubai Holding Entertainment 
operates some of Dubai’s most iconic 
attractions and family destinations, 
attracting millions of visitors throughout 
the year. Customers are continuing to 
demand best-in-class experiences and 
unique attractions which we continue to 
deliver by launching new attractions and 
experiences.  
• We just concluded a successful 

Season 27 of Global Village in April, 
welcoming a record-breaking 9 
million guests to a more wonderful 
world since its opening in October. 

• We launched JumpX, Guinness World 
Records™ title holder of ‘Largest 
Inflatable Bouncy Castle’ located at 
RIVERLAND™ Dubai, Dubai Parks™ 
and Resorts.

• We have launched two world-first 
rides; the world’s first rollercoaster 
using the IP of the Keanu Reeves-
starred action-thriller franchise, John 

Wick, and another called Now You 
See Me: High Roller, with both rides 
located at the movie-themed park’s 
Lionsgate Zone, MOTIONGATE™ 
Dubai.

• We’ve also been encouraged with 
pick-up and attendance at the 
Legoland Hotel one of the newest 
properties to open at Dubai Parks™ 

Rami Mashini, Executive Director Sales, Dubai Holding Entertainment 
talks about Dubai Parks, its new and existing offerings and more…

Where all things 
amazing come 
together!

Rami Mashini, 
Executive Director Sales, 
Dubai Holding Entertainment
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and Resorts which we launched in 
January last year.

• We brought ‘Dino Mania’ a new 
dinosaur parade for the cooler 
seasons. 

• We recently hosted the region’s 
largest Easter egg hunt at Dubai 
Parks™ and Resorts and saw more 
than 15,000 guests participate. 

• We also launched Neon Galaxy this 
month, an exciting new neon space-
themed indoor playworld dedicated 
to children and young teens. 

• We’re also seeing record numbers of 
events at Coca-Cola Arena and The 
Green Planet and are continually 
innovating with new concepts.

Looking ahead
In Q3, The Green Planet Dubai 

is going to be the Middle East’s first 
outdoor nature trail-inspired play 
park for families. The adventure park 
will feature a tree house exploration 
trail, encounters with giant bugs, a 
botanical garden with nine exciting flora 
zones, kids play area and new dining 
experiences that will celebrate the 
flavours of nature.

In Q4, we will see the opening of 
the first-ever Real Madrid themed 
experience at Dubai Parks™ and Resorts. 
We will be sharing more details about 
this soon.

We continue to focus on identifying 
and implementing operating efficiencies 
as well as continuing our enhancement 
program and hotel strategy which are 
already seeing positive results.

Summer Special Offers
We have launched a new campaign 

“Super Cool Summer” ‘Kids Go Free’ offer 
for children under 12 at MOTIONGATE 
Dubai, LEGOLAND Dubai, and LEGOLAND 
Water Park. This is accessible to our B2B 
partners as well. Moreover, families can 
also enjoy this offer at Lapita, Dubai 
Parks™ and Resorts, a Polynesian-
themed family hotel and LEGOLAND 
Dubai Resort where one child will stay 
free with every paying adult. 

Target Audience / 
Marketing Strategy

From attracting new guests from all 
over the country – or even the world 
– to encouraging repeat customers, 
developing brand awareness through 
marketing is critical.

Our core focus is to accelerate 
our engagement with international 
visitors through partnerships with tour 
and travel operators, airlines, holiday 
companies and strategic travel channel 
partners.

As we continue to play a role in 
helping make Dubai the world’s most 
popular tourist and entertainment 

destination, we are working closely with 
partners such as the Department of 
Economy and Tourism in Dubai to offer 
a wide range of tailored holiday and 
experience packages enabling residents 
and visitors to enjoy exciting new 
promotions that will continue into 2023. 

Sustainable / Responsible 
Tourism Practices 
• We are proud to partner with IBCCES 

in line with Dubai’s wider efforts to 
be recognized as a certified autism 
destination and a leading global and 
accessible tourist destination for 
everyone. 

• At the Green Planet, our mission 
is to educate guests about tropical 
habitats and the species residing 
within to raise awareness, drive 
change, and motivate action. 

• We recently partnered with GEMS 
Legacy School to welcome an 
18-metre blue whale recycled 
sculpture to the biodome this 
month. The partnership aims to 
promote awareness about the 
impact of plastic pollution on our 
planet and is in line with The Green 
Planet’s commitment to raising 
awareness of the importance of 
nature conservation and educating 
guests on the creation of our  
planet. n 



Go on a 
Shopping 
Spree in Thailand

Shreya Shimpi
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Shopping is always a good idea 
and when a destination offers 
you a melange of fun, amazing 

food, entertainment and shopping 
what more can one ask for? Thailand is 
one such incredible destination which 
has something in store for every type 
of traveller. It is rightfully known as a 
‘shopper’s paradise’ for its au courant 
and versatile shopping options and 
attracts tourists from across the globe. 
“The Land of Smiles” offers the perfect 
retail therapy. Be it local handmade 
products or extravagant malls: you can 
always find something you want.

Here is a list of a few products which 
Thailand is famous for:

Thai silk: Thai silk is famous all over 
the world. You can shop for silk ties, 

scarves, pillow covers etc. in vibrant 
colours and soft pastels.

Thai Spices and sauces: If you are a 
Thai food aficionado, you can take home 
packaged Thai curry pastes, spices, Pad 
Thai sauce etc.

Thai sweets and snacks: Thailand is 
known for its candied dried fruits and 
snacks. Some products worth buying are 
Durian chips, dried mango slices, and 
chocolates to name a few.

Apparel: Thai fashion is upbeat 
and trendy and will surely make the 
fashionista in you happy. Shop for the 
bohemian-style elephant pants, T-shirts 
and Muay (Thai shorts). There are also 
high-street brands available across malls.

NaRaYa bags: NaRaYa bags are a 
great gifting option. They have gained 
popularity the world over and are high-
quality handmade exclusive fabric bags.

Souvenirs: Go Street shopping to 
pick up souvenirs such as key-chains, 

wallets, bags, home décor products and 
handicrafts.

Wooden artefacts: The lacquered 
wood artefacts are worth buying in 
Thailand and are known for their 
craftsmanship and meticulous attention 
to detail.

Aroma oils and diffusers are another 
speciality and Benjarong porcelain ware 
is worth checking out.
Each place in Thailand has its own 
speciality. Here are a few places that 
you can check out:

Bangkok-Central World Mall, 
Platinum Fashion Mall, Terminal 21 and 
ICONSIAM are some of the biggest malls 
in Bangkok and offer plethora of options 
in local Thai brands as well as luxury 
brands such as Gucci, Louis Vuitton etc.
KRABI: Krabi walking street and Krabi 
Night Market are great places to shop for 
local products and souvenirs. In Pattaya, 
Central Pattaya and Royal Garden Plaza.

Floating markets are a speciality 
of Thailand and are worth exploring as 
they reflect Thai culture and lifestyle. 
If you love shopping you can carry an 
empty suitcase to Thailand and shop till 
you drop. n
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Air India has introduced an 
all-new Premium Economy 
experience for travellers, offering 

a superior cabin product, world-class 
inflight services, and added on-ground 
convenience. 

Air India’s Premium Economy class 
will be initially available to customers 
travelling on select routes operated by 
its fleet of Boeing 777-200LR aircraft: 
Bengaluru-San Francisco, Mumbai-San 
Francisco, and Mumbai-New York. Air 
India’s Premium Economy offers an 
exclusive travel experience designed 
for customers who do not mind paying 
a reasonable premium over Economy 
Class fares to fly in style and enjoy a lot 
more space, comfort, and convenience. 

Fast-track airport experience: 
Premium Economy customers will be 

able to check-in at dedicated counters 
and have priority tags affixed on their 
check-in baggage, and also be amongst 
the first to be invited to board the 
aircraft.

Separate, spacious cabin with 
wider seats: Premium Economy class 
on Air India’s Boeing 777-200LR aircraft 
features 48 leather-upholstered, 
memory foam seats that have 19 inches 
of width, 38 inches of pitch, and 5 
inches of recline with adjustable leg 
rest and footrest, and winged headrests. 
The seats provide extra legroom for 
customers. 

Amenities: Premium Economy 
customers receive a complimentary, 
elegant TUMI amenity kit (especially 
designed for Air India) consisting of 
a pair of flight socks, an eye mask, 

MALIN+GOETZ lip moisturizer, and a 
pen, in addition to carpet slippers. 
Customers also receive noise-cancelling 
headphones for use during flight to 
complement the experience of Air India’s 
In-flight Entertainment (IFE) system. 

On board dining: Customers will be 
welcomed on board Air India’s Premium 
Economy class with a welcome drink 
served on an elegant silver tray and 
a menu card reflecting a glimpse of a 
delectable culinary experience during 
flight. On board, customers will be able 
to choose from a delicious selection of 
three meal choices for the main course, 
served on fine chinaware casserole, 
accompanied with an appetizer and 
dessert. The drinks menu includes a fine 
selection of alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages. n

Experience luxury aboard
Air India Premium Economy Class





Embarking on a cruise offers an 
irresistible allure of exploring the 
vast expanses of the ocean while 

relishing an array of luxurious amenities. 
This unique blend of adventure and 
leisure defines cruise tourism, an 
increasingly popular mode of travel that 
unrolls a seamless journey across the 
globe’s enchanting waterscapes.

A cruise liner, often a floating 
city, seamlessly combines modern 
engineering and architectural grandeur. 
From the moment of boarding, a sense 
of awe descends. An expansive lobby, 
adorned with opulent décor, welcomes 
the guests, its glitz rivalled only by the 
panoramic view of the boundless ocean 

visible from the deck.
Accommodations onboard range 

from cozy rooms to lavish suites, all 
designed to provide comfort and a 
touch of luxury. The windows, a portal 
to the changing seascapes, offer an 
uninterrupted view of the ocean’s 
varying moods, from the calm sunrise to 
the tumultuous waves under the stormy 
skies.

Cruise travel is not just about sailing 
from one port to another; it’s a journey 
filled with countless recreational 
activities. State-of-the-art fitness centres, 
elegant shopping arcades, expansive 
pools, and lavish spas cater to every 
whim. Entertainment is in abundance, 

Embracing the Seas: 

Unforgettable 
Cruise Journey
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with broadway-style theatres staging 
captivating performances, and bustling 
casinos offering a slice of high-stakes 
excitement.

The culinary journey onboard is as 
varied and adventurous as the cruise 
itself. Dining options range from buffet-
style eateries serving international 
cuisine to specialty restaurants offering 
gastronomic delights. Every meal unfolds 
against the backdrop of the vast ocean, 
making each dining experience a feast 
for the senses.

For children and young adults, a 
cruise is a treasure trove of experiences. 
Interactive workshops, gaming 
arcades, and age-specific clubs provide 
entertainment while fostering new 
friendships. This ensures that each age 
group can engage in activities catered to 
their interests.

A unique aspect of cruise travel is 
the opportunity to explore multiple 

destinations without the hassle of 
packing and unpacking. From tropical 
islands to frozen glaciers, historic cities 
to secluded beaches, each port of call 
unveils a new world. Excursions, guided 
by local experts, offer an immersive 
exploration of the culture, history, and 
cuisine of the visited regions.

The day ends with a peaceful saunter 
on the deck, under a canvas of twinkling 
stars, the cool sea breeze whispering 
tales of the vast ocean.

Cruise travel is an unforgettable 
blend of exploration, relaxation, and 
entertainment. It promises a journey 
that gently sways between the thrill of 
discovering new destinations and the 
tranquility of the ocean’s expanse. The 
magic of cruising lies in this delicate 
balance, ensuring that every traveler 
finds their own rhythm and pace, 
resulting in a truly personalised travel 
experience. n
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Where wine grows, it is always 
beautiful – because the 
wines demand that of their 

environment. They love to grow facing 
the sun, to draw the optimal moisture 
from the cool mist of a river, and their 
grapes should ideally dry on a slope with 
a gentle breeze. German wine grows in 
13 wine growing regions on the Rhine, 
Main, Moselle, Neckar, Ahr, Nahe and 

their tributaries, as well as around Lake 
Constance. It goes without saying that 
there are beautiful landscapes to be 
seen all over. An initiative by the German 
Wine Institute has awarded prizes to 
their “Most Beautiful Wine Views” in 
these regions. Let yourself be inspired 
and find your own personal favourite 
place, favourite view and certainly your 
favourite wine on your travels through 
the German wine landscapes. n

Experience the 
Wine Trail in
You simply must experience it: steep vineyards, wide rivers, Trulli, 
ruins, castles and plenty of good wine!

Germany
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Fiji, an archipelago nestled in the 
South Pacific Ocean, is a destination 
that is synonymous with tropical 

paradise. Comprising over 300 islands, 
this country boasts of incredible natural 
landscapes, pristine beaches, undersea 
wonders, and a vibrant culture that is 
deeply rooted in its people.

The beaches of Fiji are a sight to 
behold, a kaleidoscope of hues varying 
from powdery white to dramatic black 
sands. These shores are lined with palms 
swaying gently in the tropical breeze, 
while the azure waters of the Pacific lap 
gently against the shoreline. Each beach 
holds a unique charm, from the secluded 
coves of the Yasawa Islands to the buzzing 
resort-lined beaches of Denarau.

A world of wonder awaits beneath 
the waves as Fiji is often referred to as 
the ‘Soft Coral Capital of the World’. 
The vibrant coral reefs teem with an 

Tropical Paradise 
of Untold Wonders

abundance of marine life, from the tiny, 
vivid clownfish to the majestic manta 
rays. Snorkelling and diving experiences 
here offer an opportunity to explore 
these underwater marvels, making 
it a favourite destination for marine 
enthusiasts worldwide.

A journey to Fiji is not just about the 
exploration of its captivating landscapes 
or the immersion in its rich culture. It is 
about experiencing the ‘Bula Spirit’, a 
term used by the locals to describe the 
love, life, and happiness that the islands 
embody. It is about being embraced by 
the warmth of its people, surrendering 
to the beauty of its surroundings, and 
leaving with memories that linger long 
after the journey ends. Fiji is, indeed, 
a tropical paradise, a place where the 
beauty of nature meets the warmth of 
its people, promising an unforgettable 
travel experience. n

Fiji:
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Nestled amidst the stunning 
natural beauty of Kazakhstan, 
Almaty is a city that offers its 

visitors a captivating mix of urban 
sophistication and scenic splendour. The 
city itself is framed by the snow-capped 
peaks of the Zailiysky Alatau, mountains 
that not only lend Almaty its picturesque 
skyline but also a wealth of outdoor 
opportunities that are unparalleled in 
the region.

One cannot talk about Almaty 
without bringing attention to its majestic 
mountains. The proximity to the Tian 
Shan Mountain range allows visitors to 
seamlessly switch from the bustle of city 
life to serene, tranquil mountain trails 
within minutes. Medeu, the world’s 
highest ice-skating rink, and Shymbulak, 
a popular ski resort, are mere cable car 
rides away from the city. The mountains 
around Almaty are not just for the 
winter sports enthusiasts; they serve as 

a year-round haven for hikers, climbers, 
and nature lovers. The Big Almaty Lake, 
a turquoise spectacle set against the 
backdrop of towering peaks, is a sight 
to behold and a testament to the city’s 
natural endowment.

Moving from the outskirts to the 
heart of the city, one can immerse 
themselves in the vibrant markets of 
Almaty. The Green Bazaar, an epitome 
of Almaty’s local life, is a sensory 
overload. A walk through the bustling 
aisles introduces one to an array of local 
delicacies, fresh produce, and handmade 
crafts. The market is a veritable feast 
for the senses, filled with the aroma of 
spices, the vibrant colours of fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and the hum of haggling 
vendors and eager shoppers. It’s a 
place where the old and the new, the 
traditional and the modern, intertwine 
seamlessly, offering a fascinating glimpse 
into the city’s cultural fabric.

The Panfilov Park, situated in the city 
centre, is another highlight of Almaty. 
It is home to Zenkov Cathedral, one of 
the world’s tallest wooden buildings, 
a marvel that manages to stand out 
even in a city as diverse as Almaty. The 
park itself is a green oasis in the city, 
a place to relax and soak in the local 
atmosphere, making it a much-loved 
spot among both visitors and locals.

Almaty is a city that captivates with 
its unique blend of natural beauty and 
cultural richness. Its stunning mountains 
offer an array of outdoor activities, 
while its vibrant markets provide a 
taste of the local life. It is a city that 
welcomes everyone with open arms and 
leaves them with memories to cherish. 
A visit to Almaty is not just a trip; it’s 
an experience that draws one into its 
captivating embrace, making them yearn 
to return. It is, undoubtedly, a jewel in 
the heart of Kazakhstan. n

Kazakhstan’s 
Jewel of AdventureAlmaty: 
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Touch the skyline @

Petronas
Malaysia

Soaring to a height of 451.9 metres, the 
88-storey twin structure is Kuala Lumpur’s 
crown jewel. Majestic by day and dazzling 

at night, the PETRONAS Twin Towers is inspired 
by Tun Mahathir Mohamad’s vision for Malaysia 
to be a global player. Together with master 
architect Cesar Pelli, the international icon 
powerfully captures the nation’s ambitions and 
aspirations.

The construction of the superstructure 
commenced in April 1994 after passing multiple 
rigorous tests and simulations of wind and 
structural loads on the design. Finally in June 
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1996, PETRONAS Twin Towers was completed with its 
encasing in steel and glass.

Visit Malaysia and experience the PETRONAS Twin 
Towers first-hand. Begin your tour with interactive 
displays that showcase the journey, from idea to 
completion. Scale 170 metres in an elevator with a 
futuristic edge. The doors will open at the Skybridge, 
a connecting structure between the towers and the 
world’s highest 2-storey bridge. Ascend even higher to 
level 86, where the story of Malaysia’s vision unfolds 
amid breathtaking views of Kuala Lumpur. 

Immerse yourself into discovery in the Observation 
Deck on the 86th Floor of the PETRONAS Twin Towers. 
Stand above the clouds as you catch a closeup view 
of the pyramidal structure of the towers while diving 
into state-of-the-art exhibits and digital displays about 
the history of the building.

Standing as one of best spots to view the city of 
Kuala Lumpur, the double-decked Skybridge also acts 

as a pathway for tenants in the building to travel 
from one tower to the other, and functions as an 
emergency exit route.

No trip to Kuala Lumpur would be complete 
without a visit to the world’s tallest twin towers. With 
24 sessions per day accommodating 10 pax per group, 
do not miss the opportunity to view the city of Kuala 
Lumpur at its peak with a guided tour!

Open from Tuesday through Sunday, tickets are 
released at 9:00 A.M. on a first come, first served 
basis. The 45-minute guided tour will bring you 
to three floors in the tower for an all-rounded 
and unforgettable experience. Tickets may also be 
purchased in advance via online ticketing. n



Top things to  
do during winter in

Lapland
Everything is tucked under a blanket of 

snow, and on clear nights, the Aurora 
Borealis often lights up the sky. There’s 

also an abundance of activities for the entire 
family, from skiing and safaris to meeting 
Santa and more. Here are some of the top 
things to do during winter in Finnish Lapland.

Ski, snowboard, or sled at 
Lapland’s winter resorts

Lapland has the best slopes in Finland, 
and there are plenty to choose from. The 
destinations with the most kid-friendly slopes 
are Ylläs, Levi, Paljakka, Iso-Syöte, Ruka and 
Pyhä. For night life and apres ski, Ruka and 
Levi are your best bets. And for a quieter, 
less-crowded atmosphere, try Salla, Iso-
Syöte, Suomu, Saariselkä, Olos or Paljakka 
– to name just a few. Discover the eight 
seasons of Lapland.

Blaze through Arctic nature
At Pyhä, you can take a guided electric 

snowmobile tour that’s fast and fun – 
without noise or fumes! Hop aboard one of 
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these Finnish-built eSleds in Pyhä – one 
of the first places offering them – to see 
for yourself. And if you are looking for a 
more traditional way to get around, try 
a reindeer safari. You’ll take a seat inside 
a comfy sleigh and watch as stunning 
scenery passes you by. 

Hop aboard a mighty 
icebreaker

Arctic Icebreaker Sampo previously 
ploughed the frozen seas of Finland 
for trade before becoming a tourist 
attraction in Kemi in the late 1980s. 
Today, this majestic vessel takes visitors 
on truly unique cruises. Prepare to 
be awestruck when you hear the 
thundering sound of more than 3,500 
tons of steel breaking through the thick 
ice of the Gulf of Bothnia!

Experience the magic 
of Christmas in Santa´s 
hometown

Santa Claus Village is one of Lapland’s 
best-known attractions, and for good 
reason – where else can you meet 
Father Christmas in person, all year 
round? While seeing Santa is obviously 
the main attraction, Santa Village has 
plenty of shops, restaurants and cafés to 
keep visitors busy and entertained. Hop 
in a sleigh and go for a husky or reindeer 
ride, or take an exciting snowmobile 
tour. For a dose of adorable, visit the 
petting zoo to interact with rabbits, 
alpacas and other furry creatures. n
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Know what your stars say about July 2023
Tarot Card Reading is the art and science which helps understand the present status 
and the future course. It helps to apply course correction , if required. Tarot Card can 
be used for shaping Career, Health, Finance, Business,, Relationship, Marriage, Match-
making, etc. Ms. Richa Srivastava, a renowned Tarot Card Reader conducts exclusive 
Tarot reading under the banner - Tathaastu. Here are her predictions for June 2023.

March 21 – April 20
The month of July will be a mixed 
bag and bring both progress 
and hurdles. You may juggle 

multiple tasks and responsibilities, 
requiring you to stay organised and focused. New 
opportunities may arise, especially if you’re open 
to networking and expanding your professional 
connections. If committed, share your feelings 
and concerns with your partner, which can lead 
to a deeper understanding and strengthen your 
bond. It’s also a good time to create a warm and 
nurturing environment at home.

The month of July will be a mixed 
bag and bring both progress 
and hurdles. You may juggle 

multiple tasks and responsibilities, 

July 23 – August 21
Do not get disheartened as 
the first half of the month may 
present challenges or unexpected 

setbacks in your career. You might 
face delays or encounter resistance in achieving 
your goals. However, don’t lose hope! Use 
this time to reassess your plans. It’s crucial to 
remain diligent with your finances this month. 
The universe encouraged you to explore your 
passions and hobbies, as they can provide a 
sense of fulfilment and joy. Emotionally, you may 
find yourself reflecting on past experiences.

Do not get disheartened as 
the first half of the month may 
present challenges or unexpected 

setbacks in your career. You might 

November 23 – December22
Your professional growth may be 
influenced by your ability to adapt 
and embrace change. Don’t shy 

away from exploring new avenues 
or innovative ideas. This is a favourable time to 
expand your skills and knowledge and invest in 
your personal development. However, conduct 
thorough research and assess the risks before 
entering into financial agreements. Pay attention 
to your inner world and address any lingering 
emotional issues.

November 23 – December22
Your professional growth may be 
influenced by your ability to adapt 
and embrace change. Don’t shy 

away from exploring new avenues 

April 21 – May 21
The month of July this year holds 
great promise for growth and 
recognition. Your assertiveness 

and leadership skills will be 
fully displayed, impressing your superiors and 
colleagues. You may find yourself taking on 
new responsibilities or even exploring a new 
job opportunity. On the financial front, you may 
experience a fluctuating period. Unexpected 
expenses may arise, requiring you to manage 
your budget carefully. Your loved ones will 
appreciate your efforts to maintain strong 
connections.

The month of July this year holds 
great promise for growth and 
recognition. Your assertiveness 

and leadership skills will be 

August 22 – September 23
This month, your professional 
life could experience some 
major fluctuations. It’s important 

to stay adaptable and open to 
change. Avoid unnecessary conflicts at work 
by maintaining a cooperative attitude. This 
month may offer opportunities for leisure and 
travel. Make the most of it, whether it’s a short 
getaway or a long-planned vacation. Family life 
may require extra attention and patience this 
month. Be a good listener and offer support to 
your loved ones.

This month, your professional 
life could experience some 
major fluctuations. It’s important 

to stay adaptable and open to 

December 23 – January 20
This month, your ability to work 
well with others and harness 
their skills will strengthen your 
professional growth. Financially, 

it’s essential to ensure transparency and  
clarity in shared resources. If you’re involved 
in joint ventures or financial agreements, 
thoroughly examine the details and clarify  
any ambiguities. If committed, use this time to 
work on strengthening the bond you share, as 
well as addressing any unresolved issues.

This month, your ability to work 
well with others and harness 
their skills will strengthen your 
professional growth. Financially, 

May 22 – June 21
This is a month where you 
may experience some intense 
emotions and deep introspection. 

Do not worry. Paying attention 
to your feelings and creating a safe space to 
process and heal is essential. In the realm of 
relationships, both romantic and platonic, you 
may find yourself seeking more depth and 
authenticity. Career-wise, be mindful of burnout 
and remember to strike a healthy work-life 
balance. Consider reevaluating your budget and 
finding ways to save money where possible.

This is a month where you 
may experience some intense 
emotions and deep introspection. 

Do not worry. Paying attention 

September 24 – October 23
This month you may see some 
increased collaborations in the 
professional sphere. Teamwork 

and networking can lead to exciting 
opportunities. This is a favourable time for 
negotiations and signing contracts. However, 
remember to carefully review the fine print 
before making any commitments. Look for 
valuable and long-term investments that align 
with your financial goals. Maintain a balanced 
perspective and be a source of support and 
empathy for those around you.

This month you may see some 
increased collaborations in the 
professional sphere. Teamwork 

and networking can lead to exciting 

January 21 – February 19
This month, you need to put in 
extra effort at work and focus 
on professional growth. You 

may take on new responsibilities 
or projects, which could be demanding but 
ultimately rewarding. Financially, it’s advisable 
to maintain a practical approach and avoid 
unwanted expenses. Be cautious of stress and 
anxiety, as work pressures may take a toll on 
your mental well-being. Pay attention to your 
daily routine and consciously incorporate healthy 
habits.

This month, you need to put in 
extra effort at work and focus 
on professional growth. You 

may take on new responsibilities 

June 22 – July 22
This is the time to embrace the 
social energy and enjoy the 
company of others. Surround 

yourself with friends who uplift 
and inspire you. Be mindful of being too 
indecisive or inconsistent, as this could create 
confusion. Strive for balance and honesty in your 
relationships. You may be presented at work  
with new job opportunities or projects that align 
with your skills and interests. Your innovative 
ideas and communication ability will help you 
stand out.

This is the time to embrace the 
social energy and enjoy the 
company of others. Surround 

yourself with friends who uplift 

October 24 – November 22
You may feel the desperate need 
to broaden your professional 
knowledge or take on a project 
with an international scope. 

Embrace these opportunities as they can 
enhance your reputation and open doors for 
future success. Be sure to engage in activities 
that stimulate your mind and broaden your 
perspective. Consider enrolling in a course 
or workshop that aligns with your interests. 
Travel can also be a transformative experience, 
providing new insights and cultural enrichment.

You may feel the desperate need 
to broaden your professional 
knowledge or take on a project 
with an international scope. 

February 20 – March 20
This month, your creative abilities 
and natural talents come to focus. 
It’s a favourable time to pursue 

artistic endeavours, showcase 
your abilities, and explore new avenues of self-
expression. Trust your intuition when it comes 
to financial decisions. You may stumble upon 
lucrative opportunities that align with your 
passions. You may take on a mentorship role, 
guiding those around you. If you have children, 
engage in playful activities and support their 
interests.

This month, your creative abilities 
and natural talents come to focus. 
It’s a favourable time to pursue 

artistic endeavours, showcase 
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“The market has opened up and people are travelling both domestically and internationally. Competition has 
grown and now there are more hotels in a place as compared to before. More importantly, this Summer, 

there were less weddings in India as compared to last year, which resulted in high pressure and price war. 
In such a scenario, a brand like Ananta, who is known for luxury, quality, open spaces and value for money 
was able to retain its share of business, all because of its vast base of loyal customers. At the end of the 
day, it’s the experience you offer as a hotel that matters. Yet it was not an easy Summer and came with a 
lot of targets and pressures.”

Gagan Katyal, Vice President- Sales and Strategy, Ananta Hotels & Resorts

“India has always been a part of the SriLankan Airlines lexicon and as we continue to ramp-up operations, 
our focus on India will only continue to grow. Given the significance of the market, it was important to 
partner with an agency that can help us create a localized approach in our communications with Indian 
customers. We believe that AVIAREPS has all that it takes to deliver a compelling public relations strategy 
and advance the SriLankan Airlines’ brand in India, and we look forward to collaborating with them on 
our future plans for India.”

Richard Nuttall, CEO, SriLankan Airlines

“Elated to be awarded recently as the ‘Best emerging DMC in the Luxury segment” in UAE & Thailand and at the 
same time, proud of my people who are consistently delivering unique travel experiences & fully customised 

itineraries to our HNI clients across Thailand & UAE. We are receiving precious support & patronage from 
our clients from India, Subcontinent & the Middle East Markets and we are now expanding our footprint 
to other regions, who have appetite for bespoke & unique travel products. We will continue to strengthen 
our product portfolio with increased direct & preferred contracts with hotels, excursions and ancillary 
partners in the region, with increased focus on lifestyle catering services for our HNI FIT’s and social, 

wedding businesses.”

Anshuman Mitra, Founder & CEO, One World DMC, Thailand & UAE

“For us at New South Wales and Sydney, the Indian market is very important. It is the fastest-growing market for 
Sydney and New South Wales. It is the fourth-largest inbound market for us right now and it’s only growing 

further. So, it’s going to remain in the top five for a long time to come. The year 2023 is going extremely 
well. Like I said, India has been the fastest growing market for Sydney and New South Wales and we are 
hoping to remain at number four or become number three soon. Going forward, we are going to continue 
to invest and grow the market, develop the market more, work with partners and give consumers more 
reasons to keep coming back to Sydney and New South Wales, not just once, but twice!”

Samar Chokshi, Country Manager – India, Destination New South Wales

“We are delighted to deploy STAAH’s solutions and look forward to streamlining all our internal processes 
with the ultimate goal of elevating customer experiences without compromising on our bottom lines. 

STAAH’s dynamic team is always available round the clock and their features and user-friendly tech 
made them our first choice when we were deciding on the online booking solutions. Trulyy India Camps 
& Safaris boasts a portfolio of 14 captivating properties in Rajasthan and Gujarat, renowned for their 
luxurious accommodations and exceptional guest services with more properties coming up in Goa, Chail 

& Pushkar.”

Arushi Arora, Owner, Trulyy India Camps & Safaris

“We are delighted to deploy STAAH’s solutions and look forward to streamlining all our internal processes 

Arushi Arora, Owner, Trulyy India Camps & Safaris

#First Opinion
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